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Responsibility

| was raised by a father who believed in taking responsibility for hisrsctHe modeled that for me and
demanded it for me and | count that as one of his greatest gifts. As | havelandkstudied as a pastor and
have trained as a psychotherapist, especially a family psychotherapmntied my notions of what it
means to take responsibility. | learned from well tested theories of psydmthtrat families have a way
of unconsciously scape-goating one member of the
family as a way of avoiding looking at each member’s own pain and contribution termpsobl

For example, a teenager can be seen as the problem child, but dig deeper and youldistoy gar-
ents have struggles they are not dealing with. Their focus on their “naughtgiges’them a common pur
pose and helps them avoid their own issues. One other example: a wife
complains about the lack of responsibility her husband takes for the family, hisngvepdinding time, his
lack of helping with the chores, but she is quick to rescue her husband and over-functiorxreiliygse-
fers being in control and a super-mom and wife. The idea of letting things go@sith@lhim room to do
his part causes anxiety. Yet another example, someone is divorcing and yduthearcanplaints about the
now “insignificant other” and you would think he was married to a monster. But if yovegeeou find
there are two sides to the story. Both contributed to the problems. This brings me to mygewvat BP. |
am not a neutral observer to this tragedy. My family owns a condo together iSl@unis and we have bgen
economically affected and worse, pained by the destruction of such beauty. | deddppthe negligence
and what seems to be institutional greed that led to this disaster. The more émidummyt the government’s
part also causes me to be angry, both at decades of lack of oversight and failurestialtresponse. But
then | remember the deeper dynamics of taking responsibility. Isysteglace the blame only outside my-
self. BP and the government are easy targets who set themselves upghfsiddimhe. As long as | only
blame them, there is little | have to do. | can remain a powerless victine iBhawsthing life-giving about
that. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All thinge &awful’, but not all things build
up. “Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others”, Paul says to the Corinthian churchhasking t
to take even greater responsibility for their actions and their effect ors.oflust because something is per-
mitted does not mean it is for the good. How true that is with our attitudes and usel diiétsdHow does
our attitude towards fossil fuels or perhaps better “our addiction” to them éug} {sr pun) the problems
in the gulf? Might our looking at our own choices and encouraging other options be empogaing”
again) to ourselves and to our nation?

May we all learn the deeper spiritual blessings of being empowered to taeaoeiof
responsibility in knowledge of God’s love and grace.

Peace,
Pastor Allen
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Happy 100th Birthday!
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Receipts for the first six months of 2010 w|
$289,135. This amount is $13,484 less than the an
budgeted for the same period. Pledge receipts fo
month of June were down over $13,000 from the b
eted monthly amount. Expenses year to date
$241,550, which was 20% less than the amounted |
eted. At June 30, the church had a surplus of $47,58
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The Mission Board and Wellness Committee would like
remind you of Dawn Tidwell’s upcoming participatioim the
summer transplant games and encourage your prayers
and/or financial support.

Many of you may remember the newsletter devotional ' % 9/
written by Dawn which detailed the true story ofvides “gift
of life” she gave her sister by donating a kidnaie celebrate
with her as she participates in this summers tlansp G8: GiC669
games. Dawn asked in her previous devotional l&tedona- G23:9 5
tions that will be used for uniforms, pins, teanpexses and -
potential scholarships for donors and receiversdtigerwise - 91! -
could not attend. Donations can still be made bytaxiing "
http://www.firstgiving.com/teamillinoislf you would like to H 9
contribute to this worthy program, but do not wemtontrib-
ute individually or via the website, you may drdpymur I/
donation at the church by August 1. Please desghtiona- "o %( + (9>
tions. We will consolidate the donations and sulimé check
to First Giving on her behalf. ( 9I-

Below is an excerpt of Dawn’s story.

| should start by saying my name is Dawn Tidwed a

October 1964 | turned five and my sisteeckie, turned
seven. On Feb 12, 1965 our mom passed away. Tieaditls " /
scared, we clung to each other and life went oavé&h
months and six days later our Dad passed away luvedo ( O
each other even tighter....A couple years later, .fomad out
Beckie had a rare blood disease. She spent thefdése sum-
mer in the hospital and | clung to her tighter tHaefore.... J
When she turned eighteen she married and startethhely. $8
During her pregnancy, my sister became very illTwenty-

eight years later, the doctors told Beckie that kieneys were

~
N

failing and she would need a transplant. ..... On Muwer 23, 2 $2
it [the transplant surgery] happened. There weresaom- *$ 02" 0 &3 & 2
plications with my sister because of her healtt,de pulled 3 $2% 3 1 $2
through. ..I never regretted doing what | did. Tdeetors said 12 $ 2%
that | gave my sister at least twenty more yeatdefto me & 4 2 5 & 67
that meant everything. ..she is healthier thantsebeen in
many years. | am jus as healthy as | was beforgbmaven 5823 $2+.
more so... | do | feel blessed to be helping somelsee & 2 2"9 2
Beckie has never once complained about being sick o 3 2% 1 $2
even asked the question “why me?” She has alwaysped 2& 1 12 %
that this is her life. Because of this, she is enph. 3 12 2 & 2

You can review Dawn’s compelling story in it's esty at 211& 2 2

www.fcconline.com in the 2/10/10 newsletter. Davmd a & 2 6& 32 2 82
Beckie arVliike Bealer’s sisters. Dawn will be competing in & 2 &2 2

the 100M dash and ball throw. She and Beckie Wslh de $55 2 & 2

doing the 5K race/walk 2 & $
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I hope you are all enjoying the summer. The John Deere Classic was so enjogiaddenas the Bix!.

I had many requests for the potato salad andJXZhfwe recipe. That is not to say the other items weren't fantasti
several asked about those two items, so | thought | would pass them on to you.

| know everyone’s favorite potato salad is the one made by your mother. | don’t @avetowompete with that, but
this potato salad is pretty darn good. | left out onions because | thought ithaighbeen a little early in the day, s
please feel free to add some onions if you wish. Potato salad is not an exad soi you are welcome to modify t
ingredients to suit your taste. | also made a fifteen pound batch, so my gumssvi§ probably need to scale it doy
a little.

Enjoy!
Wes Llewellyn
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Llewellyn Potato Salad
baby red Potatoes
chopped celery
2 dozen eggs per 15 Ibs of potatoes or about 1 %2 eggs per pound of potatoes
Hellman’s mayo
sour cream
a little mustard powder
Boetje’s mustard to taste.
a little white vinegar
dill pickle juice
salt and pepper to taste.

Chloé’s Killer Berry Pie

Berry or cherry pie with frozen fruit

FromJoy of Cookingookbook 1975 edition, page 650

May also use combinations of fruit including rhubarb and blackberries
“Secret” pie crust i&rusteazpie crust mix. Chld says it never fails.
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* All Members, Ministers * Rev. Allen Mothershed, Senior Pastor
* Rev. Jacqueline Perry, Associate Pastor

Saturday Worship 5:30p.m., Lower Level
Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. / Early Word at 10:00a.m. Worship
Fellowship Hour 11:00a.m., Son Café

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
2201 7" Avenue, Moline, IL 61265 * 309.762.0787




